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Proceedings at Boston, December, 1883. xxix 

the curriculum of the secondary schools to the demands of the 
times. An examination in modern languages should be required 
for entrance to every Law and Medical school in the land : the 
students of these institutions should only be allowed to go forth 
as graduates when, in addition to their special knowledge of 
medicine and law, they can show that they are able to under- 
stand the thought of their colleagues in France and Germany 
written in their respective languages. Here, then, is a broad 
field for the practical exercise and extension of the influence of 
the Modern Language Association. 

Again, linked with the difficulty just referred to, of finding 
proper instruction in modern languages in preparation for col- 
lege, is another that comes from the same source for the student 
who has completed his college course, and who wishes to be- 
come a teacher of these languages. The demand for modern 
language professors and assistants in the colleges themselves is 
a comparatively limited one, and consequently must soon be 
supplied, however urgent it may be just now, but when the 
secondary schools are open to these studies, the chances of 
employment in this direction will be greatly increased, and for 
this reason, again, the speaker would impress upon the Associa- 
tion the necessity of an active, collective movement toward 
reform in the secondary schools. The greatest benefit would 
come to the scholar and to the- college, but a scarcely smaller 
one would fall to the young men who desire to become teachers 
in these branches. 

Prof. John G. R. McElroy, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
followed with a paper on 

8. " The Requirements in English for Admission to College." 

Two heresies in American education have probably spent their 
force ; — 1st, That the children of English-speaking parents know 
English by virtue of their birth ; 2d, That the term English includes 
all studies of the curriculum except Latin and Greek, and Mathema- 
tics. The necessity of teaching English is now conceded ; the thing 
taught is no longer every modern subject of the course except Eng- 
lish itself, but the English language and literature, whether for use or 
for culture. 

These concessions mark a great advance ; yet the present state of 
English teaching is far from satisfactory or even settled. Much has 



xxx The Modern Language Association of America. 

been accomplished in the last quarter-century, but much remains to 
be done. How can still better results be attained ? 

Of the present requiremeuts none can safely be omitted ; on the 
contrary, a more satisfactory compliance with them should be insisted 
upon. Facts show that many a man graduates with high honor, yet 
whose " manuscript would disgrace a boy of twelve." In addition to 
present requirements, the following subjects seem valuable, — elemen- 
tary- prosody, a brief sketch of English literature and of English and 
American history, a rational etymology, and a real knowledge of at 
least four English prose works. 

The main improvement needed, however, is in the methods of 
teaching. After a brief outline of grammar, etymology, etc., has 
been taught, and even while teaching this outline, English books 
calculated to interest the pupil should be read, and the instruction be 
based chiefly on them. Thus the English language would be taught, 
not (as now) only certain books about the English language. Thus, 
too, material the most abundant would be furnished for composition, 
and the pupil not be required, as he now is, to produce something 
out of nothing. 

The plan here recommended has been partially tried twice, and 
each time successfully. 

Dr. Francis B. Gummere, of New Bedford, made some re- 
marks on this paper bearing especially upon the difference of 
treatment of English in the schools and colleges. The former, 
he said, only too often teach English in a mediaeval way, while 
the colleges follow the modern system. A clashing of methods 
naturally comes when the two are combined as in the case of 
the boy who receives his elementary instruction in the schools, 
and afterward goes up to college, the result being an annoyance 
to the pupil, because he has to unlearn much that is incorrect, 
and especially taxing to the teacher who has to devote much 
time that could have been more profitably spent, had the pupil 
received proper instruction from the beginning. The speaker 
particularly emphasized the point that the Association should 
move with all energy toward better methods for the primary 
schools in the teaching of English. 

Prof A. M. Elliott then read a paper on 

9. " The Realgymnasium Question in Germany." 

The present struggle for university reform in Germany bears so 
much resemblance to the reform which is taking place in this country 
and which this Association has at heart to promote, that it was thought 
a glance at the question would be of interest at this stage of our de- 
velopment. 



